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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of ISO 8672:2014.

The purpose of this standard is to determine the number 
concentration of airborne inorganic fibres by phase contrast 
optical microscopy using the membrane filter method in work-
place atmospheres.

The preferred method for regulatory measurement in the United 
Kingdom is specified in the Health and Safety Executive’s guidance, 
Asbestos: The analysts' guide for sampling, analysis and clearance 
procedures (HSG 248). The method in HSG 248 is based on the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) method, which is required 
by the European Asbestos Worker Protection Directive codified 
as Directive 2009/148/EC. This replaced the European Reference 
Method reflected in MDHS 39/4. The main difference between 
the two methods is that HSG 248 does not require the use of a
re-locatable test slide to assess bias.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical 
Committee EH/2/2, Work place atmospheres.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be 
obtained on request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary 
provisions of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct 
application.
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Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the 
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 31 May 2015.
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